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T he essays assembled in this volume explore the mean-
ing of the term «postcolonial» through various theore-
tical perspectives and disciplinary � elds of expertise. 

They address issues ranging from culture, politics and history 
to literature and the arts, with particular emphasis on colonia-
list discourses within a postmodern and globalised world. Iden-
tity-formation, cultural space, indigeneity, colonial perspecti-
ves and anti-colonial struggles suggest that former imperial (and 
o� en marginalized) colonies/territories operate as decentring 
spaces, becoming dynamic postcolonial centres. The consequen-
ces of colonial history in postcolonial environments in the Ame-
ricas, the Caribbean, the Middle East and the South Paci� c regi-
ons are being analysed. This shows that postcolonial subjectivi-
ties call for a reconceptualization of the nation as political agency. 
The essays interrogate the social and psychological e� ects of co-
lonialism, the political subjugation and instrumentalisation of 
colonial pasts and the perception of the self through the colonizer’s 
eyes, that may still surface in discourse on identity and belon-
ging. The «postcolonial» is then a � oating concept in a global en-
vironment where some individuals still experience a neo-colo-
nial condition while others dismiss the colonial past but may yet 
re-enact colonial practices. The volume shows that the exten-
sion of a colonial centre, o� en raised in postcolonial criticism, 
is synonymous with the decentring of identity, and that the re-

conceptualization of a Diasporic condition initiates a new post-
colonial moment based in translation and on a new moder-
nity.
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